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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to 

conserve the name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 for a tenebrionid genus from the 

Neotropical Region. This name is a junior homonym of the unused name Delognatha 

Agassiz, 1846. Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 has been used as valid since its 

description, while Delognatha Agassiz, 1846 has not been used as valid after it was 

established other than by two authors more than 150 years ago. It is proposed to 

conserve the name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 by suppression of the name 

Delognatha Agassiz, 1846. 
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1. Steven (1829, p. 88) proposed the generic name Dailognatha for the species 

Tentyria aequalis Tauscher, 1812. Eschscholtz (1831, p. 9) was the second worker to 

use the name (as Dailognatha Steven). Presumably because Steven’s paper was 

little-known by his contemporaries, the genus Dailognatha has been attributed to 

‘Eschscholtz, 1831’ or ‘Steven in Eschscholtz, 1831’ by subsequent authors (Agassiz, 

1846a, p. 51; 1846b, p. 116; Sherborn, 1925, p. 1777; Neave, 1939, p. 7; Gebien, 1910, 

p. 44; 1937, p. 596). Dailognatha Steven, 1829, which contains 33 valid species-group 

names from the Palaearctic Region (L6bI et al., 2008), is currently used as valid and 

belongs to the tenebrionid subfamily PIMELIINAE. 

2. Dejean (1834, p. 200; 1836, p. 221) used the generic name Delognatha and 

included one species, Delognatha lacordairei Dejean. Both generic and species names 

are nomina nuda because neither was described by Dejean and the species name 

was not made available before the publication of Dejean’s catalogues. This genus 

was listed by Dejean (1834, 1836) near Phtora Dejean 1834, another nomen 

nudum (= Clamoris Gozis, 1886), which belongs to the tenebrionid subfamily 

PHRENAPATINAE. 

3. Agassiz (1846b, p. 118) listed Delognatha Dejean, 1833 as an emendation of 

Dailognatha Steven in Eschscholtz, 1831 (see Agassiz, 1846b, p. 116), although 

Dejean’s name was not originally proposed as an emendation of Dailognatha since 
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both generic names represent taxa from two different subfamilies of TENEBRIONIDAE. 

Agassiz was in error when he listed 1833 as the date of Dejean’s publication; this 

catalogue was published between 1833 and 1836, the correct year of publication for 

the TENEBRIONIDAE section (livraison 3) was 1834 (according to Bousquet, 2004). The 

unjustified emendation Delognatha Agassiz, 1846 was used as the correct spelling for 

Dailognatha by two authors more than 150 years ago (Gistel, 1856, p. 181; 1857, 

p. 385; Redtenbacher, 1858, p. 578). Sherborn (1925, p. 1832) and Neave (1939, p. 29) 

listed Delognatha Agassiz, 1846 as an emendation of Dailognatha. 

4. Lacordaire (1859, p. 315) described the genus Delognatha for the first time and 

referred to Dejean’s concept of the genus ‘Dej. Cat. éd. 2, p. 200’. Lacordaire 

included two species in this genus, /acordairei and auriculata, based on unavailable 

species names previously mentioned in Dejean’s catalogues, under Delognatha 

Dejean, 1834 and Peneta Dejean, 1836, respectively. The two species originally 

included in Delognatha were described in a footnote (Lacordaire, 1859, p. 316). 

Lacordaire (1859, p. 315) listed the nomen nudum Peneta Dejean, 1836, p. 221 as a 

junior synonym of Delognatha Dejean, 1834. The name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 

has been used as valid since it was first made available in 1859, for a genus that 

includes nine nominal valid species-group taxa, all of which occur in the Neotropical 

Region (subfamily PHRENAPATINAE). The name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 has no 

junior synonyms. 

5. Gebien (1940, p. 756; catalogue, p. 563) designated Delognatha lacordairei 

Lacordaire, 1859 (p. 316) as the type species of Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859. 

6. The name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 is a junior homonym of Delognatha 

Agassiz, 1846. As the unjustified emendation Delognatha Agassiz has not been used 

as valid for Dailognatha Steven since 1899, it qualifies as a nomen oblitum under 

Article 23.9.1.1. Although the generic name Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859 has been 

used as valid in the last fifty years (Watt, 1974, p. 412; Doyen, and Lawrence, 1979, 

p. 355; Costa et al., 1988, p. 216; Doyen et al., 1990, p. 241) the name has not had 

sufficient usage to allow its ‘automatic’ conservation under Article 23.9.2. This case 

is brought to the Commission under the provisions of Article 23.9.3. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 

asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to suppress the generic name Delognatha Agassiz, 1846 

for the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of 

Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Delognatha 

Lacordaire, 1859 (gender: feminine), type species Delognatha lacordairei 

Lacordaire, 1859 by subsequent designation by Gebien (1940); 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name /acordairei 

Lacordaire, 1859, as published in the binomen Delognatha lacordairei (specific 

name of the type species of Delognatha Lacordaire, 1859); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 

Zoology the name Delognatha Agassiz, 1846, as suppressed in (1) above. 

References 

Agassiz, L. 1846a. Nomenclator Zoologicus. Fasciculus XI. Continens Coleoptera. Nomina 

systematica. Generum Coleopterorum, tam viventium quam fossilium, secundum ordinem 



196 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 65(3) September 2008 

alphabeticum disposita, adjectis auctoribus, libris in quibus reperiuntur, anno editionis, 
etymologia et familiis ad quas pertinent. xii, 170 pp. Jent & Grassmann, Soloduri 
[= Solothurn, Switzerland]. 

Agassiz, L. 1846b. Nomenclatoris zoologici index universalis, continens nomina systematica 
classium, ordinum, familiarum et generum animalium omnium, tam viventium quam 
fossilium, secundum ordinem alphabeticum unicum disposita, adjectis homonymiis 
plantarum, nec non variis adnotationibus et emendationibus. viii, 393 pp. Jent & Gassmann, 
Soloduri [= Solothurn, Switzerland]. 

Bousquet, Y. 2004. The works of P.F.M.A. Dejean, with emphasis on publication dates and 
new carabid taxa proposed. Fabreries, 29: 33-48. | 

Costa, C., Vanin, S.A. & Casari-Chen, S.A. 1988. Larvas de Coleoptera do Brasil. viii, 282 pp., 
165 pls. Museu de Zoologia, Universidade de Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo. 

Dejean, P.F.M.A. 1834. Catalogue des eoheto de la collection de M. le comte Dejean. 
Deuxiéme Edition. [Livraison 3]. 177-256. Méquignon-Marvis Pere et Fils, 
Paris. 

Dejean, P.F.M.A. 1836. Catalogue des coléoptéres de la collection de M. le comte Dejean. 
Troisiéme Edition, revue, corrigée et augmentée. [Livraison 1-4]. Pp. 1-384. Méquignon- 
Marvis Pere et Fils, Paris. 

Doyen, J.T. & Lawrence, J.F. 1979. Relationships and higher classification of some Tenebrio- 
nidae and Zopheridae (Coleoptera). Systematic Entomology, 4: 333-377. 

Doyen, J.T., Matthews, E.G. & Lawrence, J.F. 1990. Classification and annotated checklist of 
the Australian genera of Tenebrionidae (Coleoptera). Invertebrate Taxonomy, 3[1989]: 
229-260. 

Eschscholtz, F. 1831. Zoologischer Atlas, enthaltend Abbildungen und Beschreibungen neuer 
Thierarten, wdhrend des Flottcapitains von Kotzebue zweiter Reise um die Welt, auf der 
Russisch-Kaiserlichen Kriegsschlupp Predpriaetié in den Jahren 1823-1826. Viertes Heft. 
19 pp. G. Reimer, Berlin. 

Gebien, H. 1910. Tenebrionidae. Pp. 1-354 in Schenkling, S. (Ed.), Coleopterorum Catalogus. 
vol. 18. W. Junk, Berlin. 

Gebien, H. 1937. Katalog der Tenebrioniden (Coleoptera Heteromera). Teil I. Publicazioni del 
Museo Entomologico ‘Pietro Rossi’, 2: 505-883. 

Gebien, H. 1940. Katalog der Tenebrioniden. Teil II. Mitteilungen der Miinchener Entomolo- 
gischen Gesellschaft, 30: 405-436 (Heft 1 [Pp. 530-561]), 755-786 (Heft 2 [Pp. 562—593]), 
1061-1092 (Heft 3 [Pp. 594-625)). 

Gistel, J. 1856. Pleroma zu den Mysterien de europdischen Insectenwelt. Mit einen systema- 
tischen Verzeichniss der Smetterlinge und Kdfer Europas. 250 pp. Schorner, Straubing. 

Gistel, J. 1857. Vacuna oder die Geheimnisse aus der organischen und leblosen Welt. Ungedruckte 
Originalien-Sammlung von grosstentheils noch lebenden und verstorbenen Gelehrten aus dem 
Gebiete scmmtlicher Naturwissenschaften, der Medizin, Litteraturgeschichte, des Forst- 
und Jagdwesens, der Oekonomie, Geschichte, Biographie, und der freien schonen Kiinste, 
herausgegeben von Professor Dr. Johannes Gistel, vol. 1. 453 pp. Schorner, Straubing. 

Gozis, M. des. 1886. Recherche de l’espéce typique de quelques anciens genres. Rectifications 
synonymiques et notes diverses. 36 pp. Herbin, Montlugon. 

Lacordaire, T. 1859. Histoire naturelle des insectes. Généra des coléoptéres ou exposé 
méthodique et critique de tous les genres proposés jusqu ici dans cet ordre d’insectes. Tome 
cinquiéme. Premiére partie contenant les familles des Ténébrionides, Cistélides, Nilionides, 
Pythides, Mélandryides, Lagriides, Pédilides, Anthicides, Pyrochroides, Mordellides, 
Rhipiphorides, Stylopides, Meloides et Oedémérides. 750 pp. Librairie Encyclopédique de 
Roret, Paris. 

Lobl, I., Ando, K., Bouchard, P., Iwan, D., Lillig, M., Masumoto, K., Merkl, O., Nabozhenko, 

M., Novak, V., Petterson, R., Schawaller, W. & Soldati, F. 2008. Family Tenebrionidae 
Latreille, 1802. Pp. 105-352 in Lobl, I. and Smetana, A. (Eds.), Catalogue of Palaearctic 
Coleoptera. Volume 5. T enebrionoidea. 670 pp. Apollo Books, Stenstrup. 

Neave, S.A. 1939. Nomenclator Zoologicus. A list of the names of genera and subgenera in 
zoology from the tenth edition of Linnaeus 1758 to the end of 1935, vol. 2. D-L. 1025 pp. 
The Zoological Society, London. 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 65(3) September 2008 ey 

Redtenbacher, L. 1858. Fauna Austriaca. Die Kdfer. Nach der analytischen Methode bearbeitet. 
Zweite, gdnzlich umgearbeitete, mit mehreren Hunderten von Arten und mit der Charak- 
teristik sdmmtlicher europdischen Kdfergattungen vermehrte Auflage. cxxxvi, 1017 pp., 
2 pls. Carl Gerold’s Sohn, Wien. 

Sherborn, C.D. 1925. Index Animalium sive Index nominum quae ab A. D. MDCCLVIIT 
generibus et specibus animalium imposita sunt. Sectio secunda. A kalendis Iaunariis, 
MDCCCI usque ad finem Decembris, MDCCCL. Part 8. pp. 1773-2008. British Museum, 
London. 

Steven, C. von. 1829. Tentyriae et Opatra collectionis Stevenianae nunc Musei Universitatis 
Mosquensis. Nouveaux Mémoires de la Société Imperiale des Naturalistes de Moscou, 1: 
81-100. 

Tauscher, A.M. 1812. Tentyriae Ruthenicae descriptionibus iconibusque illustratae. Mémoires 
de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou, 3: 22-42. 

Watt, J.C. 1974. A revised subfamily classification of Tenebrionidae (Coleoptera). New 
Zealand Journal of Zoology, 1: 381-452. 

Acknowledgement of receipt of this application was published in BZN 64: 1. 

Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they 
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., c/o Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk). 


